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way was a little staircase leading to a passage known
as the King's passage-way, which communicated with
the King's bedroom, enabling him thus to go to the
Queen's room unobserved. Marie Antoinette, accom-
panied by the two ladies of her bedchamber, passed
out through the door at the foot of her bed, made her
way to the passage leading to the QEil de Boeuf, and
knocked at the door there, which was opened by the
footmen of Louis XVI., and entered the King's apart-
ment.

At the same time Louis XVL, full of anxiety for
his wife and children, had wanted to go to the Queen.
He had taken the other passage-way, and reached her
room just as she had left it. The guards told him,
and he returned the same way to his own chamber,
where he found the Queen and the Dauphin, who had
just been brought by Madame de Tourzel, the govern-
ess of the royal children.

Meanwhile the National Guard began to enter the
palace; the first to arrive was a detachment that had
passed the night in the Church of the Franciscans; it
ascended the staircase and rescued the members of
the body-guard who had sought refuge in the hall
of the QEil de BcEuf.

After a few moments' sleep, of which it will be
said that "he slept just long enough to ruin the
King," La Fayette woke up in the Noailles mansion.
He did not wait for a horse to be brought, but started
at once for the palace on foot, and proceeded to en-
courage his men to quell the disorder. Louis XVL